
Nautical Flags
UConn 4-H New London County 

History 

Nautical flags played an important role in maritime history. Used by sailors in the 1800s, nautical flags were 

considered a universal language that enabled communication between ships and vessels on the high seas and 

at ports. Each letter of the international signal alphabet has its own name and meaning, and these signals 

could be understood by any savvy sailor, regardless of what language they spoke or what country they were 

sailing from. 

Single Letter Signals. Multi-letter signals were also used to convey more complex messages. Source: National Ocean 

Service.

  



Number pennants. Source: National Parks Service.

Create your own maritime message by following the steps below. For more information on 

international signal flags, visit: National Ocean Service: Who’s Blue Peter?

Supplies and Tools
Signal Flag Cutout Sheets (available from the 
National Park Service website) 

String

Scissors

Tape

Activity Steps

Notes Visuals

1.  Print out the signal flag sheets from the National

Park Service website. Familiarize yourself with the 

international signal alphabet.

National Park Services website: 

www.nps.gov/articles/000/signal-flags-

activity.htm#act2

  



If you enjoyed this project, visit 4-h.extension.uconn.edu to learn more about 
UConn 4-H. Check out the UConn 4-H New London County webpage to view the 
video associated with this activity. 

UConn complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding non-discrimination, equal opportunity, a�rmative action,
and providing reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities. Contact: O�ce of Institutional Equity; (860) 486-2943; 
equity@uconn.edu; http://www.equity.uconn.edu.

2.    Decide what message or word you would like to 

convey with your nautical flags. Cut out the 

appropriate letters and numbers. Make additional 

copies of the signal flag sheets as needed. 

  

3.   Layout your flags in the correct order. Tape each 

flag to the string, leaving spaces as appropriate. 

 

4.     Hang your nautical flags on a wall or other 

location. Ask household members to translate your 

message using the international signal alphabet. 

Can you decipher what we wrote with our nautical

flags?

  

    


