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“Humans process visual scenes about 
60,000 times faster than they do 
text, and people only read about 
28% of the text on web pages.”  

- Canva
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Help! I’m not a designer.Help! I’m not a designer.

• Neither am I….meet Canva.com



Start with Design ThinkingStart with Design Thinking

• Empathy

• Experimentation

• Expansive thinking

Design Thinking
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How to Communicate Your DataHow to Communicate Your Data

• Develop a style and stay consistent
• Tailored for any situation
• Create a plan
• Easy to understand
• Persuasive
• Creative
• Ask a question



Data Visualization 101: Start with a GoalData Visualization 101: Start with a Goal

• What is the purpose of your design?

• What is one key takeaway?

• Who is going to see this design?

• In what context?

• In what medium?



Your ProjectYour Project

• Pick the dimensions
• Use existing templates
• Customize
• Balance
• Use negative space



Best Management PracticesBest Management Practices

• Fonts
• Shapes, icons & illustrations
• Color palettes
• Limit text
• Organize your content
• Keep it simple
• Get inspired
• Ask for feedback



FontsFonts

• Two fonts
• Don’t settle
• Contrast and complement
• Adjust the weight of one font
• Font size, style and placement lead the 

viewer
• Confused? Canva has a guide to font pairing.



Examples of Data VisualizationExamples of Data Visualization

Design: Kara Bonsack



Shapes, Icons, IllustrationsShapes, Icons, Illustrations

• Transparent shapes

• Use free stock 
choices

• Upload your own

Design: Canva



Color PalettesColor Palettes
• 3-4 colors maximum
• Pick one color that will convey the idea or emotion
• Match your font color to your design
• Use the color contrast analyzer to make sure your 

colors are accessible (webaim.org)
• Good news on green – it’s trending



Basic Chart ExampleBasic Chart Example



Infographic ExampleInfographic Example



Infographic ExampleInfographic Example



Limit TextLimit Text

Design: Canva



ExampleExample



ExampleExample



Social Media Post ExampleSocial Media Post Example



Poster 
Example
Poster 

Example



Social Media Post ExampleSocial Media Post Example



Organize Your ContentOrganize Your Content

Design: Canva



Consistency MattersConsistency Matters

• Keep it simple

• Get inspired

• Ask for feedback



ResourcesResources

• A Step by Step Guide to Design from Scratch (Canva)
• 5 Tips from Canva Designers on Creating Better 

Looking Designs
• Color Trends in 2020 (Canva)
• The Ultimate Guide to Font Pairing (Canva)
• Design Thinking in Three Steps (Think With Google)
• How to Design Infographics (Canva)



Design SchoolDesign School



Design TimeDesign Time

• Pull out your data, and work on your own 
design at Canva.com



Questions?Questions?

Stacey Stearns

Program Specialist, UConn Extension

860-486-9228

Stacey.Stearns@uconn.edu


